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Discussion and Critical Thinking Question
Discussion
During the freezer storm, families who lost their loved ones due to prolonged power outrage have responded by filing lawsuits against ERCOT. I think the families of the victim are not wrong for suing ERCOT. Although ERCOT enjoys the severity grant protection for state agencies against lawsuits with some exceptions, this immunity does not stop the family from suing ERCOT because the immunity against lawsuits they enjoy comes with a cap.  The families could seek justice under the Texas Statutes section 71.001, which calls for the filing of a lawsuit if an action for a wrongful death was caused by neglect or default, hence causing another's death (Willis &Peverall, 2018).Therefore, they can sue for exemplary damages, which will aim at punishing ERCOT the wrongdoer and thus send a powerful message that behavior that amounts to gross negligence will not be tolerated.
Notably, the property, damaged pipes, and roofs can be replaced, but a life cannot be replaced; therefore, this calls for action to ensure that the disastrous events that claimed several lives are never repeated in the future. Therefore, to ensure that something like that does not happen again, ERCOT should follow the right investment path. Notably, the events that led to Texas's disaster were caused by blackouts amid sub-freezing temperatures because the electrical grind system managed by ERCOT was not prepared for cold temperatures amid winter storms. ERCOT should invest in emergency preparedness to withstand extreme weather events, including extreme temperature, flooding, or even drought. Arguably ERCOT is fully responsible for the event that transpired because the operator assures the people that in the peak of demand during extreme weather conditions, they have sufficient installed generating capacity. However, in a winter storm, the operator failed, forcing people to blackout and subsequent damages that followed, including loss of life.
Critical thinking Question
The death penalty is the execution of a criminal who has been sentenced to death by a court of law after they are guilty of a criminal offense. The death penalty sentence has been passed on a varying percentage of selected murders, and the ultimate sanction has been execution. Since colonial times more than 14 000 people have been executed legally after the death penalty. However, there has been a public outcry about the death penalty and the legal challenges that accompany the death penalty's ruling. Pending several courts hearing capital punishment in the United States in 1967 was effectively halted. In the past, the Supreme Court has invalidated several death penalty sentences on the ground that existing laws of the Eighth Amendment prohibit cruel and unusual punishment, and the Fourteenth Amendment, which warranties equal protection of the law and due process, is violated by the death penalty (Hagan &Guilmette, 2017). Other court rulings have also ruled that if the death penalty is administered in a matter designed to guard against discrimination and arbitrariness, it does not amount to a violation.  Do you think cruel and unusual punishment are strong words considering execution are relatively swift and painless, and if not, what is the alternative to the death penalty? If the death penalty's execution is unacceptable, has that not eliminated the possibility of innocent people being eliminated?
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